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NOV EM BER 1963 
WHAT DID WE DO? 
As we near the close of an-
other year, can we look back over 
it with pride and feel we have 
lived it as God would have us to ? 
Can we say with a clear conscience 
that we have done our best for 
the cause of Christ? Or, must w e 
hang our heads in shame for lack 
of devot ion in service to ou r Lord? 
Do we dare stop to think of how 
many souls have passed on to 
eternity, never having heard 
whether there be a Christ be -
cause we failed to do what w~ 
could with that which God has 
so bountifully b lessed us? 
Yesterday is gone forever and 
cannot be recalled. Tomorrow mav 
never come. In the language of 
the apostle Paul in his seco ;1d 
letter to the Corinthians - - - - " now 
is the acceptable time ; b~hold , 
now is the day of salvation." We 
can profit from the mistakes we 
made dur in g the past year. We 
can resolve in our hearts to be a 
better citizen , a better neighbor · 
and a better Christian if the Lor:! 
blesses us with another year in 
which to serve H im . More than 
this ,, we can resolve today and 
every day to do our very best 
"--as we have therefore oppor-
tunity, let us do good U'lto .'!'I 
men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith. " 
Also, that we may "Go --- and 
teach all the nations , baptiz i ng 
them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever " our 
Lord has taught them. 
MOVING? 
We would appreciate your 
notifying us in advance if 
possible when you have a 
change of address. 
This will speed delivery to 
you, and at the same time, 
save us additional postage 
expense. 
When notifying us of a 
change, please indicate both 
OLD and NEW addresses. 
Thanks! 
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"They Shall All Be Taught: Of God" 
H. L. BORING, JR. 
It is with great pleasure that 
the elders of the Highland 
Church of Christ announce the 
addition of Brother Holland Bor-
ing, Jr. to the staff of the High-
land church as the Associate 
Minister. Brother Boring Is a 
very capable young man. God 
has blessed him with much talent 
and he Is very zealous In using 
It to the glory of our Father In 
Heaven. 
Holland and his wife, Kathy, 
are native Te ,xans and were 
married In Grand Prairie, Texas, 
on June 6, 1953. God has blessed 
their home with three wonder-
ful daughters. 
Brother Boring attended ACC 
and has served as associate 
minister for the Lord's church 
In Dallas, Ft. Worth and Brown· 
field before going to the Hous-
ton Terrace congregation In San 
Antonio as minister for four 
years. He comes to us from the 
Eastslde church In, Portand, 
Oregon. 
Among his many abllltles, Bro-
ther Boring excels In work with 
young people, in singing, and In 
working with Vacation Blble 
Schools. 
We feel that he will be a 
great strength to our program 
of work at Hlghland and we 
thank God for sending this good 
family of saints our way to work 
with us in trying to spread the 
gospel of Christ to a lost and 
dying world. -A. L, Haddox 
N(}lf)em/Je, 1963 
God has made it very clear that 
it is His will that everyone be 
taught of Him. Jesus spent him-
self while living, declaring God to 
the Jews (Jno. 14:9) and died 
that all men could be taught of 
His Father (Jno. 3:16). Among 
His last words on earth we find 
the following statement, "Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature" ( Mark 
16: 15). 
Considering the lackadaisical ap-
pearance of much present day 
preaching and teaching one might 
conclude that God has either 
withheld or withdrawn His per-
mission for us to teach the world 
about Him. However, His permis-
sion has been granted (Acts 10: 
34). 
We have all noted that the New 
Testament church preached 
throughout the entire world in 
one generation <Romans 10: 18). 
Keep in mind that this job did not 
take hundreds of years or even a 
life time, but only a few years. 
This staggering task was not ac-
complished with the cooperation 
of all their brethren. It was suc-
cessful because some of them 
yielded themselves completely to 
God (Romans 12: 1). These 
brethren gave up vocations, lands 
and money for this cause. In fact, 
they changed the entire course of 
their lives in order to teach of 
God. The depths of their sacri-
fice was due to their gratitude 
and Godliness (Romans 1: 12, 15). 
You and I are living in .the 
greatest days since the e~tablish-
ment of the kingdom. Elderships 
are beginning to lead christians in 
presenting themselves as living 
Dear Sir: 
sacrifices unto God. By the hun-
dreds, our young people are 
pledging themselves to become 
ministers, personal worker s and 
dedicated christians. This thrills 
our souls. There is a definite in-
crease in dedication among us. 
With this dedication has come 
opportumttes t h a t w e never 
imagined possible. We have nice 
buildings in which to conduct 
gospel meetings, worship services 
and all manner of training classes. 
Opportunities to better ourselves 
as personal workers, teachers and 
leaders are at a high ebb. There is 
more wealth among us than at any 
time since Christ. The opportuni-
ties to use this wealth in His 
service are present too. This re-
minds us of what Paul told the 
Corinthians in II Cor. 9: 8, "God 
is able to make all grace abound 
to you; that ye, having always all 
sufficiently in every thing, may 
abound unto every good work!' 
With the assurance that God is 
for us, and that it is His will that 
we yield ourselves completely to 
the task of preaching the gospel 
to the whole world, we shall con-
tinue our work. Our success will 
be determined by how sacrificial 
our lives are. Christians are the 
only ones who can keep God's 
will from being carried out. Not 
long ago, a little pre-school lad 
prayed, "God take good care of 
yourself. If anything happens to 
you, we're all sunk". Since the 
church is God's only support of 
the truth in the entire world (I 
Tim. 3: 15), the lost might well 
pray, "God take good care of 
your church. If anything happens 
to it, we're all sunk." -H. L. Bor ... 
ing, Jr. 
Heard your sermon No. 610 yesterday over radio, and I would like to 
have a copy. It was one of the finest sermons I have ever heard over 
radio, as it fits into today's manner of living, and was right to the 
point. -EFE Columbus, Ohio 
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THE HERALD OF TRUTH . 
Blessed Assurance 
Radio Sermon No. 614 
There is an agonizing old song 
which begins with the words, "Am 
I saved, or am I not? This is a 
point I long to know . . ." Yet 
this is a song which need never 
be sung again. One of the most 
interesting and vital questions in 
religion, so far as most people are 
concerned is the question, "Am I 
saved, or am I lost?" 
Some months ago I read a sta-
tistical report by George W. Cor-
nell in which he said that approxi-
mately 88% of the people who 
were questioned in a certain sur-
vey confidently believed that they 
would be saved. Nearly nine-
tenths of the people in a typical 
cross section of our population 
expect to get to heaven. Yet, we 
remember the words of Jesus in 
the great sermon on the mount 
when He said, "Enter ye in by the 
narrow gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many are they 
that enter in thereby. For narrow 
is the gate, and straightened the 
way, that leadeth unto life, and 
few are they that find it" (Mat-
thew 7: 13-14). The old Negro 
spiritual had it about right: 
"Every body talking 'bout heaven 
ain't going there." We are all 
deeply concerned with the ques-
tion, "Am I saved or not?" We 
often sing the great hymn: 
"Blessed assurance, Jesus is 
mine! 
Oh what a foretaste of glory 
divine! 
Heir of salvation, puchase of 
God; 
Born of his Spirit, washed in 
his blood. 
November 1963 
By Batsell Barrett Baxter 
ABC and MBS Radio Network 
Perfect submission, all is at 
rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and 
bl est; 
Watching and waiting, look-
ing above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost 
in his love." 
We confidently believe that we 
are on our way to heaven. Have 
we a right to sing such words? Is 
there a possibility of assurance 
concerning our salvation? 
THREE IDEAS 
There are three ideas concern-
ing this subject of man knowing 
whether he is saved or not. One 
is the old, old idea that man, in 
this life, cannot know. It is a 
secret locked up in the mind of 
God. Only when man stands be-
fore God in judgement will he 
know whether he is saved or not. 
There is a second idea that man 
can know whether he is saved or 
not immediately and instantan-
eously by the feeling within him. 
There is a kind of ecstatic some-
thing that comes when one is 
saved. Because of his feelings man 
knows that he is saved. 
There is a third idea. Man can 
definitely know in this life whether 
he is saved or not, but instead of 
learning this from inner feelings, 
the knowledge comes from the 
study of the word of God. First 
comes a study of the pre-requisites 
of salvation, then a knowledge of 
whether he has done and is do-
ing what the Lord has asked. It 
is possible for us to have assurance 
of salvation from the Bible. This 
assurance comes, not from inner 
November 3, 1963 
feelings, but from something far 
more solid. But let me say it in a 
way that I believe you will find 
convincing and helpful. 
REALMS 
On one hand, I should like for 
you to think of a realm where our 
senses are dominant. By senses, of · 
course, we mean sight , hearing, 
feeling and the rest. On the other 
hand, I should like for you to 
think of a realm where our senses 
are not very important, a realm 
difficult to describe, a realm of 
faith. On one side is the realm 
of sight; on the other the realm 
of faith. One is a realm of physical 
things; the other of moral or spiri-
tual things. Let us distinctly divide 
these two realms from each other. 
There are many things in this 
world which we know through 
our senses. For example, the out-
side temperature during these fall 
days is something we feel. Our 
senses tell us that it is cool or not 
so cool. We also hear certain 
sounds. We know whether things 
taste good, or not so good. And, 
of course, we see. Now, these are 
obviously things which we meas-
ure with our senses. 
In the other realm the physical 
senses are not really very im-
portant. In the realm of faith, the 
spiritual and moral sphere, we 
learn · in a different way. I am 
thinking of a passage in the Bible 
that will help make plain the fact 
that spiritual things are not learned 
by our senses. We are all familiar 
with the great story in the second 
chapter of Acts about the begin-
ning of the church. Peter stood up 
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on Pentecost and preached the 
great sermon that launched the 
church, the final line of which is, 
"Let all the house of Israel there-
fore know assuredly that God 
hath made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom ye cruci-
fied" (Acts 2: 36). God had made 
Jesus both Lord and Christ. The 
people could not know this by 
their eyesight, or by their other 
senses. They had to be told, for 
this kind of knowledge is in the 
intangible spiritual realm. Jesus 
was the Messiah, and there was 
no way for man to learn that fact 
except for God to tell him (Mat-
thew 16: 17). 
GOD MUST TELL US 
Another example is found in 
Romans 8:28, "And we know that 
to them that love God all things 
work together for good, even to 
them that are called according to 
his purpose." We could hardly dis-
cover this bv observation. We 
know that God works out the 
affairs of our lives for our good 
because He told us so. In that realm 
we must be told; we cannot feel 
it for ourselves. Another example 
is in Paul's great statement in II 
Corinthians 5: 1, "For we know 
that if the earthly house of our 
tabernacle be dissolved, we have 
a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." We could not possibly 
know that by our own ex-
periences. Paul is saying that when 
this life is over we will have an-
other body in which to exist. 
We can know this onlv because 
God has told us so. ' 
There is another passage which 
specifically bears on the subject 
of our study, "These things have 
I written unto you, ( the apostle 
John, speaking to Christians) that 
ye may know ye have eternal life" 
(I John 5: 13). The only way that 
a man can know that he has eternal 
life is for God to tell him. God 
does tell him by laying down 
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certain stipulations, or conditions, 
of eternal life and then waiting 
for men to comply with those 
conditions. When we have loved 
God enough to read His word and 
find out what He wishes for us, 
when we have brought our wills 
into subjection to His will, and 
when we have obeyed His com-
mands, then we know that we have 
the promise of eternal life in 
heaven. It is just that simple. This 
is not an area where our feelings 
constitute dependable evidence. 
When it comes to knowing 
whether we are saved or not we 
have to wait for God to tell us. 
There are many things that do 
not fit into the physical realm. For 
example, you cannot measure 
honesty, or love, or loyalty by the 
senses. They are not a certain 
number of miles long. They do 
not weigh a certain number of 
pounds. You cannot determine 
them by color. They are spiritual 
concepts, rather than physical 
commodities. God has to tell us 
certain things; we cannot learn 
them by our senses. 
PROOF MUST FIT THE 
PROPOSITION 
What I am saying adds up to 
the fact that acceptable proof 
must be consistent with its propo-
sition. The evidence must fit the 
proposition. When you prove a 
spiritual matter the evidence must 
come from the realm of faith; 
when you prove a physical matter 
the proof must be physical. If it is 
a matter of whether I have a head-
ache or not, then, of course, the 
physical senses are the ones to 
which I would tum. We might 
call a dozen witnesses and some 
of them might be very excellent 
medical men, and they might all 
testify, "You have a headache," 
but if I did not feel a headache I 
would not believe them. On the 
other hand they might all testify 
that I did not have a headache, but 
if I felt one I would know that I 
had it. The kind of evidence that 
proves that I have a headache is 
not testimony, not someone tell-
ing me about it, but whether I 
feel it or not. 
Look at an opposite example. 
Let us suppose that out in Texas 
an uncle of mine has died re-
cently and that he has left me a 
sizeable fortune. My senses are 
powerless to convey this infor-
mation to me; I must be told. I 
did not feel it when one day in 
the privacy of a lawyer's office 
he included me in his will. Nor 
did I feel any richer when he died. 
The joy of knowing of his 
generous bequest will come only 
when some local lawyer calls me 
down to his office and says, "An 
uncle of yours has remembered 
you in his will, and you are to be 
the beneficiary to the extent of 
$100,000." Then, when I have been 
told, I will feel some joy. 
The same thing is true of salva-
tion. Man is not forgiven of his 
sins in his own heart. Man becomes 
the beneficiary of salvation and of 
forgiveness when God, in His own 
mind, forgives him. Therefore, 
man cannot know and cannot feel 
that joy until he has been told. 
Let us suppose that there is a 
man of our acquaintance who has 
been charged with committing 
murder, and that he has been ar-
rested, tried, and condemned to 
die in the electric chair. The date 
has been set and the day has come. 
Late that evening, with death only 
a few hours away, there comes a 
phone call to the governor's office. 
The sheriff says, "Governor, I 
have just had a voluntary, signed 
con£ ession from a man who says 
that he was the one who killed 
such-and-such a person some 
months ago and that the man in 
the prison is guiltless. I thought 
you would want to know and do 
something about it." The governor 
immediately calls the warden at 
the prison and says, "Warden, 
there has been a grave mistake. 
Tm: HltllALD OJ' TRUTH 
We have just come into possession 
of evidence by which we know 
that so-and-so is not guilty. There-
fore I am pardoning him and will 
send you the document immediate-
ly." 
WHEN DO WE FEEL FORGIVEN? 
The man is forgiven. He was 
free the moment the governor 
made the decision. He is pardoned. 
But he does not know it. In his 
cell on death row, he is in the 
agony of facing a death which he 
does not deserve. There is nothing 
that he can do. He has had his last 
meal, has told his loved ones good-
bye, and is waiting for midnight. 
He feels nothing except despon-
dency, yet he is forgiven. When 
the warden walks down into death 
row, stops in front of his cell, calls 
his name and tells him the good 
news, then and only then, will he 
begin to rejoice. He did not feel 
saved when the other man con-
fessed the crime; he did not feel 
saved when the governor made the 
decision to pardon him; he did not 
feel it when the warden started 
walking across to the cell block. 
He felt it only when he was told. 
When you and I sin against God 
we are guilty and are lost. We can-
not know that our guilt has been 
taken away until God tells us, for 
forgiveness occurs in the mind of 
God and not in our hearts. 
This idea of trusting man's feel-
ings is something that has been 
very strong in the realm of reli-
gion for a long, long time. Men 
have multiplied churches, because 
they have felt that this doctrine 
or that doctrine was right. Because 
of their feelings they have turned 
from the way which the Lord out-
lin.ed in the first century through 
His disciples. Man's willingness to 
trust his own feelings about how 
to be saved and about how to 
worship has been the beginning 
of many a religious error. What 
we feel does not determine what 
God will do nor what God wants. 
November 1963 
WHAT ABOUT OTHERS? 
In this study we have been 
thinking about ourselves thus far, 
but in this same context I would 
like to bring up the question of 
others. All of us have, from time 
to time, wished that we might 
say, "Such-and-such a person is 
saved." But what I wish about 
another man's soul does not make 
it so. What I wish about my own 
soul's condition does not make it 
true. What man has done in re-
gard to loving God and obeying 
God determines whether he is 
saved or not, and not all the 
wishes of all the people in the 
world can change it. Often some-
one has said, "Well so-and-so was 
a good man. I know he was not 
a Christian, but he was a good 
man. I cannot feel that he is lost." 
Our feelings about whether he is 
lost or not do not change his 
condition. I suppose that it is fine 
that we wish to feel he is saved, 
but our feelings cannot save him 
and our feelings cannot save our-
selves. Feelings have to do with 
hot and cold, with what we see, 
with what we hear. But when it 
comes to man's acceptance with 
God, the only basis on which he 
can ever be · saved is that which 
is inscribed in the Bible. We must 
not rely upon our feelings. We 
must open the book more often 
so that we may find what God's 
conditions of pardon are. 
A man can know while living 
here on earth what the will of 
God is. He can know what the 
conditions of pardon are, and if 
he brings his life into conformity 
with these conditions, he can have 
the assurance that he is saved. As 
long as he continues to live ac-
cording to the conditions laid down 
in God's will that assurance can 
remain with him. It is just that 
simple. 
LET GOD SAY IT 
I would like to reach toward 
the scriptures once more and read 
from the Bible a sentence that says 
what we have been saying in our 
study. I would like to let the Lord 
say this whole matter finally and 
conclusively. I have opened the 
Bible to the eighth chapter of Ro-
mans and have come down to the 
sixteenth verse. The whole para-
graph is worth reading because it 
contrasts the things of the flesh 
with the things of the Spirit, but 
in verse sixteen we find these es-
pecially appropriate words, "The 
Spirit (that is the Holy Spirit 
which gave us the Bible) himself 
beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are children of God; and 
if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ" 
(Romans 8:16-17). When a man 
takes the word of the Holy Spirit 
which is in the Bible, and finds in 
it the requirements which God has 
laid down for salvation, and then 
conforms his life to those teach-
ings, he can know he is saved. 
Then the Holy Spirit combines 
with his spirit ( or mind) to tell 
him that he is a child of God. The 
language is such that I would like 
for you to study further. This 
passage simply says that when the 
Holy Spirit tells us what to do 
to he saved and our own minds 
tell us we have done it and are 
doing it, then our spirit combines 
with the Holy Spirit to tell us 
that we are assured of heaven. 
Someone says, "But don't you 
want those who come to Christ to 
feel happy about it?" Oh, yes, but 
in the right way and in the right 
order. One man hears dynamic 
preaching and stirring music, and 
he gets excited. He feels wonder-
fully happy and, therefore, be-
lieves he is saved. Another man 
learns that he is saved from the 
word of God, as discussed above. 
Then, he feels happy. 
The man who believes he is 
saved because of his feelings, may 
feel differently tomorrow. Many 
have. Then, he will question 
whether he was saved at all or 
(Continued inside back eO'lJer) 
Broad:mindedness--Vice or Virtue 
Radio Sermon No. 615 
Most of the words in our 
language have, in addition to their 
regular meaning, connotations that 
go along with those meanings. The 
word "mother" has a special inner 
warmth in addition to its literal, 
intellectual meaning. So it is with 
words like friend, home, honesty, 
truth, and many others. These are 
all positive connotations which 
stir within us affirmative reactions. 
There are also those words which 
have negative connotations like 
the words prison, disease,. cheap, 
ugly, and many more. Our re-
sponse to these is distinctly nega-
tive. 
In the very beginning of our 
study I want to suggest the word 
"broadmindedness" for it is the 
very center of our study. Broad-
mindedness. What is its connota-
tion to you? Is it a virtue or vice? 
When you hear that a man is 
broadminded, do you consider it 
a compliment, or do you think of 
it as a reflection? The literal 
meaning of the word broadmind-
edness, according to the dictionary, 
is "tolerance of liberal views, the 
ability to tolerate beliefs, practices, 
or habits differing from one's 
own." A synonym is the word 
"forbearing ." I would add that 
it is a rather generous attitude of 
mind. Perhaps we could call it 
"generous - heartedness." Some-
times the word "compromising" 
is used as a synonym. 
Broadmindedness in most in-
stances probably elicits a favorable 
reaction. When we say a man is 
broadminded, we mean it to be 
a compliment. When we say that 
a man is tolerant we think of it 
as a virtue. When we use the word 
compromising our reaction is more 
likely to be negative. However, 
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I doubt that it is possible to give 
a very accurate reaction to a word 
until we see it in its natural habitat 
or in a real setting of context. So, 
I want to put this word, broad-
mindedness, in several situations 
and let you check the connota-
tion which it has for you in each 
one. 
Mattera of Purely Personal Preference 
Let's begin by imagining as our 
first situation, an area where we 
are concerned with matters of pure-
ly personal preference, matters 
where it is not a question of right 
or wrong. These are matters of 
our own innate desires or pref-
erences. We are thinking of such 
things as the problem of deciding 
what kind of car the family will 
buy when the old one is traded 
in. The husband has in mind one 
kind, the wife, another. Broad-
mindedness means that after a 
frank discussion one or the other 
says, "Well, it isn't a matter of 
great importance, let's get the kind 
that you just mentioned." The 
same kind of broadmindedness is 
apparent in a well-organized home 
when father and mother , and per-
haps the rest of the family, decide 
where to build a new home, 
whether in this area of the city 
or in some other. The same kind 
of thing happens when we are 
choosing a place for a vacation. 
"Shall we go to the mountains, 
or shall we go to the seashore?" 
And broadmindedly the minority 
says, "Well, if the rest of you 
prefer the mountains, let's go to 
the mountains." This is the lubri-
cation that keeps families from 
breaking up. Unless a person has 
this kind of broadmindedness there 
isn't any likelihood that he'll be 
very happy or that he'll get along 
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very well with other members of 
his own family or with those with 
whom he works. This kind of 
broadmindedness is essential to 
happy living among one's fellow 
men. 
We even have a precedent for 
it in the Bible, way back in the 
book of Genesis. There the grass-
lands and the water were evidently 
a little scarce, so Abraham's herds-
men were in daily conflict with 
those of Lot. Abraham called Lot 
to him and said, "Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and between thy herds-
men and my herdsmen; for we are 
brethren . Is not the whole land 
before thee? Separate thyself, I 
pray thee, from me: if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then I will go 
to the right ; or if thou take the 
right hand, then I will go to the 
left" (Genesis 13:8-9). Now that 
kind of toler ance, that kind of 
forbearance is a virtue. In realms 
or personal preference broadmind-
edness is good. 
Matters of Object ive Fact 
Let us move to a second area. 
Thi s time it is in an area of ob-
jective facts. It is an area of ab-
solute truth. What place does 
broadmindedness have in matters 
of this sort? Two plus two equals 
four. There is no room for broad-
mindedness about that. No matter 
if it is the dearest person on earth 
who wishes it otherwise, we can-
not conceive of changing our 
thinking on the result of two plus 
two. The objective fact says that 
two plus two equals four and it 
cannot be five, or nine, or thir-
teen. In the area of objective facts 
there is no room for tolerance or 
broadmindedness. 
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Take the old incident of the 
teacher who was very desirous of 
securing a certain teaching posi-
tion . After tr ying a number of 
places, eventually he had applied 
to a rather uninformed rural school 
board. In the course of examina-
tion one of the members of the 
board asked, "How do you teach 
geography? Do you teach that the 
world is rou nd or flat?" The pro s-
pective teacher replied, "I'm pre-
pared to teach it either round or 
flat, depending on the preference 
of the board.'' Well, you just can't 
do . that. The wor ld isn't flat, it 
is a sphere, and no matter how 
much pressure there might be of 
an emotional nature, it's always 
going to be round and we can't 
afford to believe it flat. In the 
realm of objective facts, in the 
realm of absolute truth, we must 
believe the facts and nothin g else. 
No room for broadmindedn ess 
here. 
Matters Where The Authority 
Is Not Ours 
l\1ove over into another area 
wit h me. Thi s time we are con-
cerned with matt ers in which we 
have no authority. We are con-
cerned with thin gs in which the 
authority belongs to someone else. 
Let us imagine that you take $1,000 
down to a bank and deposit 
it. It is put into your account; it 
is in your name. A few days go 
by and the president of that bank 
has a visit from someone who is 
closely related to him and who 
is in dire need. His wife is ill; his 
children need clothin g; there is 
not enough food for the family. 
The banker feels keenly the emo-
tional tug of the appeal so finally 
he says, "Well, I just can't turn 
y~u down, you are too close to 
me, you are too good a friend. I 
know a man who put $1,000 in the 
bank the other day, and I'm going 
to let you have $500." A few days 
later he sees you on the street and 
tells you about it. He was so gen-
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'.erous-hearted-broadminded - that 
he gave away $500 of your money. 
You say, "I don't like that . If I 
want to give my money to charity , 
I want to give it directl y and I 
don't want to let some banker 
decide where my money is going 
to be spent ." You might even call 
it embezzling. Well , I realize the 
illustration is unrealistic because 
one of the first things that a bank-
er promises is that your money 
will be kept safely to the very 
best of his ability. But this does 
illustrate that so~e things are be-
yond a man's own authorit y. In 
an area beyond our authority we 
have no right to be generous -
broadminded. What would you 
think of a salesman who gave 
away his employer's merchandise 
or reduced the price and sold it 
below cost? You would surely say 
that he was overstepping the 
bounds of his authorit y and that 
he should be fired . No~ what we 
are saying is this, "In areas where 
the a~th;r ity isn't ours, where the 
money isn't ours, where the mer-
chandise doesn't belong to us, we 
have no right to make the deci-
sions." 
Matters of Religion 
Now I want us to come into the 
realm of religion. How broadmind-
ed can we be there? Remember 
this is an area where things are 
either right or wrong . Remember, 
too, that it is an area where the 
authorit y does not rest with man, 
but with God. How broadminded 
can we be in matters of religion? 
( 1) Let us imagine a typical 
conversation. Someone is talking 
about what a man must do to be 
saved, and he says, "Do you mean 
that you've got to be a Christian 
in order to be saved?" Then the 
answers begin to come. The broad-
minded · person says, "W ell, of 
course, you ought to be a , Chris-
tian, you really ought to be a 
member of the church, but ... " 
and then usually at that point in 
the conversation he brings up the 
name of some "good" man who 
wasn't a Christian, and says, "Wh y 
I used to work with that man. 
I've known him for years. We've 
gone fishing together and I'll tell 
you that was one of the finest 
men you ever saw. You can't 
make me believe he's lost." He 
wasn't a Christian, but he was 
generous and honest, and so ·opr 
broadminded fr iend believes that 
he is saved. The broadminded per -
son is being mighty generous btit 
he's saying just exactly what Christ 
didn't say. Christ said that in order 
to be saved, man must be obedient 
to the commands of the Lord. 
As Jesus closed the sermon on 
the mount, he said, "Not everyo.ne 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord , 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say unto me in that 
day, Lord , Lord, did we not 
prophesy in thy name, and by thy 
name cast out demons, and by thy 
name do many mighty works? 
(Didn't we do many religious acts 
in thy name?) And then will · :I 
profe ss unto them, I never kqew 
you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity ." That ought to be plain 
enough but listen to the ne,,rt 
sentence : "Every one therefo re 
that heareth these words of mine 
and doeth them, shall be likened 
unto a wise man who built his 
house upon a rock ... " Then he 
says it the other way around, 
"Everyone that heareth these 
words of mine ( and in the broad 
sense he means the entire gospel 
as it is presented in the Bible) , 
and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a f oolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand ... " 
(Matthew 7:21-27) . 
Do you recall the lesson of the 
tenth chapter of Acts? · There the 
story is of that wonderfully good 
man, Cornelius. He was devout, 
he prayed to God, he gave mucl1 
alms, but he wasn't a Christian. 
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The Lord took pity on him and 
arranged for a preacher to go over 
and preach to him about Christ. 
Cornelius then became a Christian 
and was saved. Our broadminded 
friend answers this question with 
his emotions. He says, "I just can't 
believe that so-and-so is lost, he 
was a good man." But the ques-
tion is, "Was he a Christian?" 
Jesu s said, "I am the way, and the 
truth and the life; no one cometh 
unto the Father, but by me" (John 
14: 6). Christ's answer differs from 
the broadminded answer on that . 
(2) Let us take another ques-
tion , "Do you mean that in order 
to be saved you've got to be bap-
tized?" The broadminded person 
answer s, "Well, baptism is fine , 
I really think you ought." Then 
he uses the word "but" again, and 
says, "But I wouldn't say it is 
absolutely necessary. I know a 
lot of people who were never bap-
tized and I know they couldn't 
be lost, they are too good." He 
enumerates their virtues. He men-
tions how faithful they were to 
their families, how generous to 
those in need, how faithful in 
business and all of those things. 
It is a fine answer but it is not 
Christ's answer. 
Jesus said "Verily, verily I say 
unto thee, except one be born anew 
he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
(John 3: 3). The broadminded per-
son doesn't read his Bible very 
much. He decides these matters 
with his heart and sometimes he 
just doesn't remember what the 
Lord says. For example, he for-
gets that the Lord said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth 
shall be condemned" (Mark 16: 
16). That's rather sharp wording 
so men often try to smooth it off 
and forget it, but a broadminded 
answer won't save a man. The 
answer of Christ is the only one 
that saves. The man who does 
away with any of the commands 
(baptism is only one) is simply 
10 
being generous with the other 
man's money. He's giving away 
his employer's merchandise. He is 
being broadminded when it is not 
his business but the Lord's bus-
iness. It is all the more tragic when 
a broadminded person stands in 
some high and exalted place and 
speaking with seeming authority 
says, "Baptism is all right but it 
isn't really essential. You don't 
need to be baptized, for many a 
good man is saved without it." 
Christ's answer is different: "Ex-
cept one be born anew he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." We 
find example after example in the 
book of Acts of how people be-
came Christians. They always be-
gan with the preaching of the 
gospel of Christ, which led to 
faith, confession, repentance and 
bapti sm. Without exception the 
New Testament examples of con-
version included baptism. 
( 3) Someone else asks, "When a 
man is baptized, when he becomes 
a Christian, does he have to go to 
church every Sunday?" The broad-
minded person says, "Oh, well, I 
don't guess you have to go every 
Sunday, you ought to go if it is 
convenient--'if you can." But his 
practice is to go once a month or 
maybe twice a year. But the Lord's 
answer is different. The Lord says, 
"Not forsaking our own assem-
bling together as the custom of 
some is, but exhorting one another; 
and so much the more, as ye see 
the day drawing nigh" (Hebrews 
10:25). 
If time permitted we could 
choose a score of situations in 
FROM ILLINOIS: 
which to contrast the broadmind-
ed modern answer of man with 
the ancient authoritative answer 
of the Lord. But I think these are 
sufficient to establish the principle 
we have in mind. In all matters 
-how to become a Christian, in 
how to live, in how to worship-
the authority belongs to Christ. 
Our role is to accept God's will in 
humble , loving obedience. 
As we draw this lesson to a 
close the words of Jesus are es-
pecially appropriate: "En ter ye in 
by the narrow gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many 
are they that enter thereby. For 
narrow is the gate, and straight-
ened the way, that leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it" 
(Mathew 7: 13-14). I want to be 
as generous, and as broadminded 
as I can scripturally be. I like the 
approval of men as much as any-
one, but I cherish the approval of 
God even more than that of men. 
Our obligation is to be just as 
narrow, and just as broadminded, 
as the Lord's teaching. We must 
speak where the scriptures speak, 
and be silent where they are si-
lent. When Jesus left the ·earth He 
drafted His "will" or "testament ." 
In carrying out the affairs that 
pertain to His church and king-
dom we must be guided by this 
"last will and testament." It is 
absolutely binding. No man on 
earth has the authority to change 
any part of it. In the religion of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
broadmindedness has no place. "It 
is not in man that walketh to di-
rect his steps" CJ eremiah 10: 2 3). 
We listen on Sunday mornings on the Chicago station WJJD , and 
are so happy that you now have a voice being heard in this vast strong-
hold of Catholicism and denominationalism. I am enjoying the HERALD 
OF TRUTH very much and think you are doing a wonderful work. 
May God bless you and 1{eep you always and may much and lasting 
good come from your efforts. JPS 
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Arn I In The Place of God? 
Radio Sermon No. 616 
The noted English preacher, 
Frederick W. Robertson, began 
one of his famous sermons with 
the lines, "Christianity is the reve-
lation of the love of God - a de-
mand of our love by God based 
thereon. Christianity is a revela-
tion of divine forgiveness - a re-
quirement thereupon that we 
should love each other." When we 
really think about the essence of 
Christianity, I believe we will 
agree that the very center is the 
love that God bears us and that 
we return to Him. I believe we 
will also agree that very near that 
center is the love that we show 
to our fellow men. It is from love 
that all the commands of the gos-
pel take their meaning. 
This double emphasis on the 
centrality of love is borne out in 
the scriptures, "God commended 
his own love toward us in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us" (Romans 5:8). And 
"God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him might 
not perish, but have eternal life" 
(John 3: 16). In first John a whole 
paragraph is devoted to develop-
ing the theme of love. "Beloved, 
let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and everyone that 
loveth is begotten of God, and 
lmoweth God. He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love. 
Herein was the love of God mani-
fested in us, that God hath sent 
his only begotten Son into the 
world that we might live through 
him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propi-
tiation for our sins. Beloved, · if 
God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another" (I John 4:7-11). 
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. AND OUR FELLOW MAN 
The emphasis that I should like 
to make in this study is that while 
our central responsibility is the 
love of God, there is connected 
with it, in an inseparable way, the 
responsibility to love our fell ow 
men. It is not hard to love God. 
Just to know something of God 
leads us to want to love Him. He 
is so infinitely wonderful that a 
mere contemplation of Him 
kindles love within our hearts. It 
is not so easy to love our fellow 
men. Sometimes they are unlov-
able. But He who loved us loved 
us when we were unlovable, loved 
us actually while we were in re-
bellion against Him. His love is 
our example that even though men 
may not always be worthy of love 
it is Christian to love them. 
The love of God and the love 
of our fell ow men is the center of 
Christianity as indicated in this 
key passage, "And one of the 
scribes came, and heard them 
questioning together, and knowing 
that he had answered them well 
asked, What commandment is th~ 
first of all? Jesus answered, The 
first is, Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy strength. The second 
is this, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these" 
(Mark 12:28-31). Remember too 
' ' the final verse of I Corinthians 13. 
"Now abideth faith, hope, love, 
these three; and the greatest of 
these is love" (I Corinthians 13: 
13). It is very clear that the center 
of Christianity is love. 
It sometimes surprises people to 
learn that not · only is this the cen-
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ter of Christianity but also the 
center of the law of Moses. We 
seem to have an idea that the law 
of Moses is completely negative, 
but while it is negative in many 
of its commands it is also very true 
that the law of love was written 
into the law of Moses. In fact, the 
"first commandment" mentioned 
a moment ago is actually a quota-
tion from the law of Moses. In 
Deuteronomy Moses wrote, "Hear, 
0 Israel: Jehovah our God is one 
Jehovah: and thou shalt love Je-
hovah thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with 
all th y might" ·(Deuteronomy 6: 
4-5). In Leviticus, another of the 
five books of Moses, we find, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself" (Leviticus 19: 18). So, 
when you are looking for the 
theme of love you find it not alone 
in Christianity, but also deeply em-
bedded in the old law. 
More surprisingly still, this law 
of love, and particularly the 
hard er part of it, the law of lov-
ing one's fellow men, is not only 
found in the law of Christ and in 
the law of Moses, but also in the 
law of the Patriarchs. We have no 
written statement of the law of 
the Patriarchal period, but we 
find a story in that period which 
contains one of the finest examples 
of Christian love found in the 
whole Bible. Obviously, it oc-
curred hundreds of years before 
Christ, yet we can say that it is 
Christian love. It is the same kind 
of love that Chri st taught, ex-
emplified and comm anded. This 
takes nothing away from Christ or 
from Christianity, because it is 
only in Christ that love was car-
ried to its perfect completion. 
Only from Christ do we learn the 
fullness of self-giving, uncon-
ditional love. 
EXTREME INJUSTICE 
The passage in question is in the 
life of one of God's greatest serv-
ants - Joseph. At the age of seven-
teen he was sold by his brethren 
because of their jealousy to a 
caravan of lshmaelites, who carried 
him into Egypt and sold him to 
Potiphar. His life was a series of 
ups and downs that is almost un-
paralleled. Without any real rea-
son he was thrown into prison. 
His disappoinment is reflected 
years later in the naming of his 
eldest son Manasseh, which means 
"forgetfulness." He said, "For God 
hath made me forget all my toil, 
and all my father's house" (Gen-
esis 41:51). 
His brethren had sold him into 
bondage, thinking nothing , of 
what might happen, but event-
ually, in the course of God's provi-
dence, they were brought to their 
knees before him. To the court of 
Pharaoh, to which Joseph had 
been elevated as he became gover-
nor of Egypt, they came to ask 
for the grain that would sustain 
their lives and the lives of their 
children. In Egyptian dress, he was 
not recognized by them, though 
he immediately recognized them. 
He had over them the power of 
life and death. How easy it would 
have been to send them home with 
empty sacks, to die the slow death 
of starvation. It would have been 
an easy kind of revenge, !but 
Joseph was cut by a different pat-
tern. Although they had no rights 
at his storehouse, he exemplified 
forgiveness and gave them grain. 
FORGIVENESS 
Here is the story in the words 
of the Old Testament scriptures: 
"Then Joseph could not refrain 
himself before all of them that 
stood by him; and he cried and 
said, Cause every man to go out 
from me. And there stood no man 
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with him, while Joseph made him-
self known unto his brethren. 
And he wept aloud: and the 
Egyptians heard, and the house of 
Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, I am Joseph; 
doth my father yet live? And his 
brethren could not answer him; 
for they were troubled at his pres-
ence. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, Come near to me, I pray 
you. And they came near. And 
he said, I am Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt." You 
can guess that their hearts melted, 
when they recognized their 
younger brother as governor of 
Egypt, and realized that they 
were in his complete control. But 
he said, "And now be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me hither: for God did 
send me before you to preserve 
life . . . so that now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but God" 
(Genesis 45:1-5, 8). Joseph was 
approximately forty years of age 
at this time. He soon sent for his 
father, and the whole family 
moved down to Egypt. Seventeen 
years went by during which time 
the brothers lived with their 
guilty consciences. They feared 
that maybe Joseph was just giving 
them the choice section of the 
land of Goshen, and other bless-
ing's until their father died. Event-
ually, "when Joseph's brethren 
saw that their father was dead, 
they said, It may be that Joseph 
will hate us, and will fully requite 
us all the evil which we did unto 
him." Were they judging his 
thinking by their own? "And they 
sent a message unto Joseph, saying, 
Thy father did command before 
he died, saying, So shall ye say 
unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee 
now, the transgression of thy 
brethren, and their sin, for that 
they did unto thee evil. And now, 
we pray thee, forgive the trans-
gression of the servants of the God 
of thy father. And Joseph wept 
when they spake unto him. And 
his brethren also went and fell 
down before his face; and they 
said, Behold, we are thy servants. 
And Joseph said unto them, Fear 
not: for mn I in the place of God? 
And as for you , ye meant evil 
against me; but God meant it for 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive. 
Now therefore, fear ye not: I will 
nourish you, and your little ones. 
And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them" (Genesis 50: 
15-21). 
All of this happened some seven-
teen or eighteen hundred years 
before the time of Christ. I have 
read it to you that I might show 
you how fundamentally and how 
continuously the principle of love 
is a part of God's directions to His 
people. When we visualize Joseph, 
a man of nearly sixty years, ma-
tured by suffering, disappointment 
and injustice , standing before his 
brethren and forgiving them, we 
are seeing a man who understood 
the essence of God's will for man. 
DO WE JUDGE OTHERS? 
All of us can glibly quote the 
passage, "Judge not that ye be not 
judged, for with what judgment 
ye judge ye shall be judged, and 
with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured unto. you" (Mat-
thew 7:1-2). But even though we 
can quote it, most of us find that 
we cannot practice it. There is 
also a passage in Paul's great let-
ter to the Romans which touches 
upon our responsibility to our fel-
low men. "Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor that which is 
evil: cleave to that which is good. 
In love of the brethren be tenderly 
affectioned one to another; in 
honor preferring one another . . . 
Render no man evil for evil. T ake 
thought for things honorabl e in the 
sight of all men. If it is possible as 
much as in you Iieth, be at peace 
with all men. Avenge not your-
selves, beloved, but give place 
unto the wrath of God ; for it is 
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written. Veng eance belongeth unto 
me; I will recompense, saith the 
Lord. But if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire upon his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but over-
come evil with good" (Romans 
12:9-10, 17-21). We live in an age 
where as in all other ages there is 
the common feeling, "He can't 
run over me and . get away with 
it." "He has done me an injustice 
and therefore I will get even." But 
that feeling, though very natural, 
is un-Christian and wrong. Some-
one says, "Well, I just can't forgive. 
You should have heard what some-
one said about me." Or, "Let me 
tell you what they did to me. I 
just can't forgive." Joseph did. Put 
yourself for a moment in Joseph's 
place. Is there anything that any-
one could ever do to hurt you as 
much as those brothers hurt 
Joseph? Snatched from his home 
at the age of seventeen, sent into 
Egypt as a slave, he had every 
human right to retaliate, but he 
did not . Can you imagine anyone 
doing anything that would hurt 
you as much as they hurt Joseph? 
Yet Joseph, without benefit of the 
teaching of Christ, was big enough 
and strong enough to forgiv< 
them. 
"Well, I don't care, I can't for-
give." Jesus did. Can you imagine 
anything as extreme as the injustice 
meted out to Jesus? Yet, as He 
was dying on the cross, He looked 
down and said, "Father, forgive 
them for they know not what they 
do" (Luke 23:34). At the very 
moment when He said it, they 
were railing on Him and making 
fun of Him. In the book of Acts 
we read of Stephen who had to 
save the souls of men and for his 
pains had received a stoning. As 
the stones pelted down upon hiIDt 
crushing out his life, he, like his 
Lord, said, "Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge" (Acts 7:60). 
Christ teaches us to love our fel-
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low men, even when they are in 
rebellion, even when they are our 
enemies, and even when they are 
not worthy of love. 
Sometimes, however, we are so 
human that even though we have 
received no personal affront or 
injury, we like to pass judgment 
on other people. We pass judg-
ment on the neighbors down the 
block, or on a family across the 
street. Even though they may not 
have hurt us in any way, we feel 
inclined to pass judgment on them. 
In the book of Romans the apostle 
Paul said, "Who art thou that 
judgest the servant of another? 
To his own lord he standeth or 
falleth" (Romans 14:4). This 
simply means that we have no 
right to judge others. God is the 
judge. All of us are servants of 
the same Lord, and no servant has 
the right to judge another ser-
vant. 
A SERIOUS OBJECTION 
Just here I should like to men-
tion a problem that those of us 
who preach sometimes face. After 
hearing one of our radio messages, 
occasionally a listener writes to 
say something like this, "I heard 
your recent radio sermon and 
frankly I was disturbed. What you 
said seemed to condemn some of 
the things which I believe and 
practice." When I read such a let-
ter I find myself in immediate 
agreement that whether it is a per-
sonal judgment or a religious judg-
ment, I do not have the right 
to pass judgment upon someone 
else. Our Lord is the judge and all 
of us are only servants. When the 
final judgment comes we will all 
be judged with the rest of man-
kind. We ought to say with 
Joseph, "Am I in the place of 
God?" 
We cannot answer the question 
of who is saved and who is not. 
No man has the ability to render 
that decision. Only God knows 
the heart of man, only God knows 
the intricacy of his thinking, only 
God knows his motives and only 
God knows what he has done. I 
do know, from the word of God, 
that only those who love God and 
who love their fell ow men will be 
saved (Mark 12:28-31). I do know 
that only those who show their 
love for God by obeying His com-
mandments will be saved. When 
one of my friends or loved ones 
obviously does not know, or has 
not heeded what the Lord says, it 
is my duty as a friend, to help him 
know God's will and to encourage 
him to do it. But oh, how dif-
ferent that is from being his judge. 
As we go through life together 
there should be within us an atti-
tude of fear and trembling con-
cerning our own salvation. There 
should be an earnest concern to 
learn the will of God and then to 
do it, rather than the Pharasaic 
"holier than thou" attitude. 
THE R IGHT ANSWER 
In humility, we need to say to 
the man who does not believe in 
Christ, "We are not your judge, 
but the Lord has said that without 
faith it is impossible to be well 
pleasing to him (Hebrew 11:6), so 
let us help you believe on Him. 
Until you believe on Christ as 
God's Son you are lost - not be-
cause we say so, but because God 
said so . . . " We need to say to 
the man who has never repented 
of his sins, "Friend, our Lord once 
said, 'Except ye repent, ye shall 
all in like manner perish' (Luke 
13: 3). The Holy Spirit guided 
Paul to write, 'The times of ig-
norance therefore God over-
looked; but now he commandeth 
men that they should all every-
where repent' (Acts 17:30). So, 
not because we say so, but be-
cause the Lord says so, you must 
repent of your sins." Similarly, we 
need to remind our friends who 
have never publicly confessed 
their faith in Christ of Jesus' 
(Continued inside back cover) 
Questions Young People Are Asking 
Radio Sermon No. 617 
Recently our large state univer-
sity held its 28th Religious Em-
phasis Week. I was one of the 
speakers and I should like to tell 
you something of what happened. 
In addition to the main addresses 
there were oth er sessions in fra-
ternity and sorority houses, and in 
the various dormitories. These ses-
sions were scheduled for an hour 
though many of them ran on be-
yond the hour because of student 
interest. 
The activities began on a Mon-
day and this was the day of the 
first snow of the season. My first 
session was to be at six o'clock 
at one of the fraternity houses. I 
arrived to find the boys pushing 
cars up the hill or else throwing 
snowballs at passers-by. I thought, 
"Well, we will have no session," 
but I was wrong. The president 
of the fraternity went to the front 
door and called from the porch, 
"Fellows, he's here," and sure 
enough the other boys quit their 
snowballing and climbed the hill 
to the house. They decided to 
meet in the basement where we 
had a very fine session with about 
twenty of these men crowded to-
gether in close quarters. 
About 8: 30 that same evening I 
was to go to the Freshman Girl's 
Dormitory, a fine new building 
housing about 375 girls. Everyone 
was excited because there would 
be no school the next day. At least 
a hundred and fifty boys were 
waiting at the bottom of the stairs 
when I arrived. They were wait-
ing for dates to go out snow-ball-
ing. The girls were free until 
10:45. Again I thought, "No ses-
sion," but the matron took me to 
one of the parlors upstairs where 
approximately fifty girls had 
stayed and were ready to talk 
about religion. 
14 
By Batsell Barrett Baxter 
ABC and MBS Networks 
EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
In going to the university I had 
supposed that they would ask ques-
tions about the existence of God 
and about the inspiration of the 
Bible. Accordingly I had reviewed 
"Ontological Argument for the 
Existence of God," as well as the 
arguments of Thomas A'Quainas 
on "Uncaused First Cause," 
"Prime Mover," "Necessary Be-
ing," and "Order." They are all 
traditional arguments so I thought 
I had better be conversant with 
them. I had also reviewed some 
of the evidences of the inspiration 
of the Bible. But these were not 
the questions these young people 
were asking. One boy in one of 
the fraternity houses did ask, 
"How do we know that the sixty-
six books of our Bible are the 
right books?" That was as close 
as they came to these major ques-
tions. 
I was handed a list of questions 
that had been suggested by the 
students. Their first interest was 
"Self-discipline-What is it? How 
can we get students to understand 
and apply it?" Question number 
two was, "What is a successful 
life?" Number three, "Can I be a 
good Christian without attending 
church?" Number four, "Dare we 
be different?" Number five, "The 
evil of being good." Number six, 
"Science looks at religion." Num-
ber seven, "The danger of finding 
God." 
THE APPROACH 
In each of the sessions which I 
conducted I began by describing 
two lives - one a rather dismal 
failure, the other an outstanding 
success. I also asked if they had 
read Aristotle's argument about 
man in which he says, "The eyes 
have a purpose - seeing; the ears 
have a purpose - hearing; the liver 
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has a purpose . . . , every part of 
man has a purpose, but when you 
add them all together what is the 
purpose of man?" With that five 
minute introduction we opened 
the session for their questions. 
Answering my question "What 
is the purpose of man?" one of the 
girls said, "Well, I think that the 
purpose of man is to love and 
honor God." She was exactly 
right, for 1900 years ago when a 
scribe came to Jesus and said, 
"What commandment is the first 
of all? Jesus answered, The first 
is, Hear, 0 Israel; the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one: and thau 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength" (Mark12: 
29-30). It was father heartening 
to hear a 20th century girl answer 
the question exactly as Jesus had. 
Man's primary concern should be 
to love and honor God. 
QUESTION NO. 1 
The question that led off in one 
of the fraternity houses was this: 
"Is there any ultimate, absolute 
standard of right and wrong? If 
there is, who decides what the 
standards will be?" We discussed 
it for a time and some of the boys 
thought that standards change as 
we go from grammar school to 
high school to college. Finally it 
was generally agreed that there 
are certain ultimate standards that 
do n0t change. For example, the 
law of gravity is universal in the 
physical realm. Likewise, there 
are t certain moral laws that are 
universal. 
The next step was to point out 
that the Bible has the finest and 
most complete statement of these 
ultimates of right and wrong. 
We spoke on the Ten Command-
ments and the law of Christ. If I 
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am not mistaken there was gen-
eral agreement among these men 
that there are some principles that ?o not change for they are not 
JUSt products of the culture in 
which we live. Killing, stealing, 
lying and similar acts are wrong 
everywhere for everybody. We 
do not break these ultimate laws; 
by disregarding them we only 
break ourselves upon them. 
QUESTION NO. 2 
In another discussion a boy 
phrased his question slowly and 
carefully: "Can a man be a Chris-
tian in his own heart and be 
saved?" That is asking the old 
question "Can a moral man be 
saved outside the church?" It was 
at that point that I explained that 
all the answers that I could give 
would be based upon faith that 
the Bible is the inspired word of 
God. We took the Bible as the 
authoritative basis for the answer-
ing of the questions. I mentioned 
to them the tenth chapter of Acts 
where the very fine man, Corne-
lius, the Roman centurion, was not 
yet saved though he was devout 
and feared God with all his house 
' gave much alms to the people and 
prayed to God always. God sent 
a messenger who told him to "send 
for Simon Peter who will tell 
thee words whereby thou shalt be 
saved" (Acts 11: 14). The Bible 
teaches that a good moral man is 
not saved until he becomes a 
Christian, until he comes in con-
tact with the redeeming blood of 
Christ. 
QUESTION NO. 3 
Very logically, the next boy 
a_sked,. "Is it your opinion that bap-
tism 1s necessary m order to be 
saved?" I told him that I would 
prefer not to give my opinion, but 
that I would like to read just what 
the Bible says. We began with 
Jesus' statement, "Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, except one be born 
of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God" 
(John 3:5). We followed it with 
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the example of Saul of Tarsus who 
believed on the Lord on the Da-
mascus road, then spent three days 
and three nights in fasting and 
prayer, at the end of which time 
God sent a preacher to say, "And 
now why tarriest thou? arise, and 
~e ,?aptized, and wash away thy 
sms (Acts 22: 16). In our quick 
period of discussion one other 
passage came in, "Which also after 
a true likeness doth now save you, 
even baptism, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the interrogation of a good con-
science toward God" (I Peter 3: 
21). A boy who had been led to 
believe that baptism was not essen-
tial asked, "But don't you believe 
John 3: 16: 'For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth on him might not perish, 
but have everlasting life'?" I said, 
"Yes, I do believe it, and I also be-
lieve John 3:5 which comes in the 
same passage: 'Except one be born 
of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God'." Al-
though I did not intend that they 
s~ould, the other boys laughed at 
him. He was quoting John 3: 16, 
but he had forgotten John 3:5, 
as so many, many people have. Of 
course, Christ came that whoso-
ever believes on him might be 
saved, but a part of that same 
passage says that we do not enter 
the. kingdom without being born 
agam of water and of the Spirit. 
QUESTION NO. 4 
Another of the questions was 
"What is hell?" I read only three 
passages, "Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into the eternal fire which 
is prepared for the devil and his 
angels." And "These shall go away 
into eternal punishment: but the 
righteous into eternal life" (Mat-
the~ 25:41,46). "Their part shall 
be m the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimstone; which is the 
second death" (Revelation 21: 8). 
All of these · are Christ's own 
words. 
QUESTION NO. 5 
Still another of the questions 
was "How can a good God con-
demn a man to be eternally lost 
because of sins done a a brief life-
time? How can man sin so ter-
ribly in a relatively short length 
of time that he should be punished 
forever?" The answer: God does 
not send anybody to hell. Man 
condemns himself when he vio-
lates the laws of righteousness. 
God, rather, tries to save man 
' throwing him the life preserver, 
as it were. God does not send any-
body to hell. When man violates 
these eternal laws of right, he 
sends himself. Do not blame God. 
There are certain true principles 
and when man flies into the teeth 
of these he hurts himself. God 
loved him enough that He made 
the way of escape, if man will 
have it. The terrible loss of souls 
at the end of time will not be 
because of God's action. God cre-
ated man as a free instrument and 
gave him the power of choice 
rather than make him an automa-
ton. When man chooses the evil 
eternal justice demands that ma~ 
be lost. God loved him enough 
that He opened the gates of heav-
en, if man will enter. 
QUESTION NO. 6 
Related to that question was an-
other, "How could a good God 
create an evil world?" This is one 
of the questions that goes all the 
way back to the time in the cre-
ation story where the scripture 
says, "It was good." There was 
no evil until an unfaithful angel, 
Lucifer, rebelled in heaven against 
God and was cast down to earth 
to become the Satan of the Bible. 
Until he contaminated man and 
man rebelled against God no evil 
was in the world. God did not 
create it; it came out of man's free, 
wrong choice. 
QUESTION NO. 7 
Another of their questions: "Do 
you think that a boy ought to 
marry a girl who is a member of 
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the same church or denomination 
as he?" The answer was "Yes." 
I mentioned that this is the answer 
universally given by th e leaders of 
religious bodies. There is general 
agreement that a family should be 
united religiously . I mentioned 
that this was also the teaching of 
the New Testament. Marry some-
one who shares with you your 
faith (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1). 
We talked of practical , painful ex-
amples of cases in which religious 
division existed in families. They 
could supply some of the ex-
amples. 
QUESTION NO. 8 
Another of their concerns was 
"How can a fellow keep impure 
thoughts from coming into his 
mind?" Timidly the boy asked this 
question, for he was afraid that 
somebody would laugh at him, but 
he wanted to know, "How can 
you keep impure thoughts from 
coming into your mind? " I could 
not help but think that his asking 
such a question was a sign of rathe1 
fine character. The answer, of 
course, was in terms of filling th e 
mind with good things. You can't 
keep evil thoughts from coming, 
but you can crowd th em out by 
putting in the good. That is why 
it is so fine to attend worship 
services regularly and so fine to 
read the Bible and to live with 
good wholesome people. I was 
rather surprised at the frankness 
of the question, but pleased with 
the direction that it pointed. 
QUESTION NO. 9 
Another of their questions was 
"What about drinking?" The boy 
asked it earnestly. The answer was 
more extended than we can give 
now, but primarily it was, "It is 
too dangerou s." The man who be-
gins to drink a little ends with 
drinkin g a lot. Then we talked of 
examples - men who had come to 
the same univer sity and now had 
gone home because they had 
drunk too much and couldn 't 
make it. The boys could supply 
16 
num erous examples. We talked of 
other lives that had been crushed, 
lives that were blocked so far as 
success was concerned, because a 
little drinking turned out to be 
a lot . The answer was that it is 
too dangerous a practice to start. 
There was not a dissenting voice. 
On some of the questions there 
were differences of opinion, for 
the boys didn't feel any hesitance 
in expressing their views. It was 
an open discussion of that kind. 
But on this question nobody 
raised a voice in defense of 
drinking-even social drinking. 
QUESTION NO. 10 
The last I will mention was 
"How can we teach children about 
God?" A young girl said, "I was 
reading a story to a six year old 
little boy and his brother and he 
asked, 'Who is God?' I didn't 
know how to tell him. How do 
you tell somebody who God is?" 
Th at was a strange question, but 
the other girls helped me answer 
it . The only real way to tell a 
child or anybody about who God 
is is by what God does. We begin 
it with our two-year olds. "God 
made the trees; God made the 
cows." You can't just start out 
and describe God as a spiritual be-
ing. The one you are talking to 
doesn't quite understand, but you 
can describe God in terms of what 
He has done. 
CONCLUSION 
Out of my visits with the 
young people at the university I 
have developed a greater respect 
for the young men and women in 
our institutions of higher learning. 
They are hungry for teaching 
about God and religion. They are 
honest, open-hearted young peo-
ple, and they are hungry for the 
right kind of influences. They 
were all concerned with how to 
make their lives successful. 
As I came away, I could not 
help but feel that somehow a 
means must be found of bringing 
more religious instruction to the 
thousands of young people on the 
campuses of our great state uni-
versities and colleges. I was re-
minded of George Wharton Pep-
per's lecture at Yale University 
some years ago in which he ima-
gined a man from Mars coming 
down to earth . He was showing 
him about our land, showing him 
the various buildings and institu-
tions. The man from Mars had 
been told, "This is a Christian na-
tion," so when they came to a 
school building the Martian said, 
"W ell, I guess this is where you 
teach Christianity, where you edu-
cate your young people in the 
Christian way of life." Pepper re-
plied, "Oh, no, not that . Not in 
our schools." To which the Mar-
tian replied , "You mean Christia-
ity is your basic way of life, yet 
you do not teach it where you 
train your young people?" Pep-
per said, "No , not in the schools." 
The Martian closed the conversa-
tion, "Well, I am confused." Be-
cause of our religious differences 
we cannot teach Christianity in 
our tax-supp orted schools but 
there is a need to train these 
you ng people religiously. It is not 
enough to go into a fraternity 
house one time a year and talk 
for an hour and a half about re-
ligion . Something more is needed. 
I came hom e with a renewed de-
termination to help more young 
peopl e study in a private school 
where the Bible is taught every 
day to every student , along with 
all the regular secular subjects 
they may need. The history of 
higher education in America be-
gan in such private schools, estab-
lished for religious purposes. I 
think of such great institutions as 
Harv ard , Yale, Princeton, and 
many more. Our great American 
tradition of private, religious in-
stitutions for the training of our 
young must not be allowed to 
vanish, while the minds of our 
young people must be tr ained, the 
hearts must not be forgotten. 
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It is encouraging to no~e that 
Jt many of the great state colleges 
and universities "Bible Chai; s" 
have been established by Chris-
tians who are concerned ~bout the 
souls of young people. These 
"Bible Chairs" mean simply that 
buildings adjacent to the universi-
ties have been secured and godly 
men are teaching Bible classes u~-
der arrangement with the univer-
sities so that student s can take 
these classes for elective credit. 
We are grateful that many of 
these. great institu tions of higher 
learm:1g are ~uite willing for re-
sponsible Christians to teach classes 
in religion and full univer sitv 
credit is granted for these course~. 
We need these "Bible Chairs" ad-
jacent to every state university 
and state college in the land. We 
Christians have a responsibility to 
see that the youn g people of our 
land do not drift into secularism 
and irreligion . 
Young people of our 20th cen-
tury are often criticized, especially 
when so111e few become involved 
in wrong -doing in some spectac-
ular way. Howe ver, I would like 
to express great faith in the you ng 
~eople of our day and register the 
fact that there are literally 
thousands of them who are whol~-
some and fine. Th ey welcome the 
right kind of religious instruction 
and guidance . They want that 
which is best for themselves. It is 
our responsibility to see that they 
get it. Those of us who know 
Christ , who have confessed faith 
in Him before men, who have re-
~ente~ of our sins and been bap-
tized mto His family, have a great 
responsibility to share our faith 
and our Lord with thousands of 
young people who are coming on 
the American scene in our day . 
May the Christian faith that furn-
ished the motivation for establish-
ing our nation, the Christian faith 
which undergirds our nation, be 
handed down to the youth of our 
day and to the youth of all suc-
ceeding generations. 
Blessed ••• 
(Contin ued from page 5) 
not . The other man will know to-
morr ow and always that he is 
saved, because he can read his 
title clear right out of the word 
of God. No t feelings first, then 
assurance; but obedience to God \ 
will, then happiness. 
As we read the New Testament 
we le~rn that the people were 
taught to believe in Christ as God's 
Son. This is the purpose of the 
four gospel narrat ives - Matth ew, 
Mark, Luke and John. Then when 
they believed in Christ they ,·:ere 
told to repent and be baptized for 
rhe forgive ness of their sins ( Act, 
2. 3 8). Whe n they had done this 
they had the assurance of salva-
tion. Notice these scriptures: "Go 
ye into all the wor ld and preach 
ihe gospel to the whole creation. 
He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16: 15-16) . 
"Everyone therefore who shall 
confess me before men, him wilI 
I also confess before my Father 
who is in heaven" (Mat thew 10: 
32). "And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on his name" 
( Acts 22: 16). These and scores 
of other similar passages tell us 
what man must do to be saved. 
Wh.en he has done these things 
he 1:; saved, because God said so. 
I want to be saved. I would not 
be a preacher of the gospel if 
I did not want you to be saved. 
I want all of us to be saved more 
than I want anything else on earth. 
I would not talk with you week 
after week if this were not the 
main purpos e of my life. I do 
not want yo u to trust some feel-
ings and be lost. I want you to 
trust the Lord 's word and be 
saved. Love Him , learn what He 
wants you to do, and then do it. 
T ~,en yo u can sing that good song. 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh . ':"hat a foretaste of glory 
d1vme! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of 
God; 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his 
blood." 
Am I In ... 
( Continu ed from page 13) 
words , "Everyon e therefor e who 
shall confess me before men, him 
will I also confess before my 
Father who is in heaven. But who-
soever shall deny ine before men, 
him will I also deny before my 
Father who is in heaven" (Mat-
thew 10: 32-33). Paul' s words to 
the Romans should also be men-
tioned , " If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt 
believe in thy heart that G od 
raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved: for with the heart 
man believeth unto righteou sness; 
and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation" (Romans 10: 
9-10). We need to say to the 
man who loves God but who has 
never been baptized, "Your Lord 
said, 'V erily, verily, I say unto 
yo u, except a man be born of wa-
ter and of the Spiri t he cannot 
enter the kingdom of heaven' 
(John 3:5). That is your Lord's 
judgment , not our judgment. 
Come with us and we will help 
yo u to do what God commands ." 
So with all the other command-
ments of God we must say simply, 
"He re is God's truth . It applies 
equally to all of us, so let's love 
each other and help each other 
understand God 's will and obey 
God's commands. Let's remember 
we are all servants and that only 
God can judg e." The essence of the 
matter in this: Our attitude to-
ward all men should take into con-
sideration the fact that all of us 
stand on exactly the same ground 
before God. That is, that no man 
can be saved who does not love 
God and his fellow men, and that 
loving God must make itself mani-
fest in obedience to the Lord 's 
commands. Those who do not 
love God and who do not obey 
Him stand condemned-not by us, 
but by God. Our responsibility is 
to love them enough to try to 
help them want to be Christians 
while there is still time and op-
portunity. It is good for us to re-
member the words of Joseph, "Am 
I in the place of God?" 
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